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%e  The Taricish press recontly asmmewmesd the news of an eerly wisib of
Patrlerch Alexel to Isterbul, and stobed thab proparstions were
now undar way to welcoms him at the Pbanar. The press slse indicated
that the object of this visit is to unitse the Orsel and Bussisn
Orthedon Churches and $o place thes under ons religiovs head, am is
the case of the conbrol of the Catholic Church by ths Vatican,

2o The Patrlarchate, however, formslly denles the visilt of Patriewch

‘ Mozel and indiecates that the only nows of any progpechbive wilid

i Ls that of a speclal veligious delegetion (sco M coming with 25X1A29

the object of extonding congratwlations $o the Oreek Patviarch on

| e ocession of his election, However, & month has already elapsed
since the news of the delegation’s proposed wisilt was received and
the nevessary preperations were mads, sad thers have Dees no further
davelopments.® The Patrlarchate is beginning to question whether
the vislt of the delegation will astuslly teke place. Should the
delegates arrive, it stands to reasom that they may discuss cwrent
problems existing between the two Fatriavchates, such as the problenm
of the Churchss of Finland, Pards and Gsechoslovelkia, ete, Thore
eculd be, however, no question of & unification of the Church of Nussis
with the Ureek Chureh of the Phanav, -

| 3:  Pobwiaved Haxinos has definite idess o $hs matter snd plons $o medntain
| #3131 Orbhodox populations under ¢he jurisdiction of the Bouenfesl

‘ Patriavch of Constantinople in aceordance with the provisicns of

Ovbhodox canon law. This canon law also applies to the Slav Orthodox who
are estehblished cubside the territorial linite of the recognized independent
churches. In this matber the Patriarch is backed by the entire Symed. The
delegation, therefore, would have 1ittle chance of success if atbenpis were
made o obtaln an awendment of cancn law.

25X1A6a coment: - disseminated on 15 October 19h6,  29X1A29

voporied thet the delsy in arrival of the delegation was
blaged by Megimos himse¢lf cn a reluctance on the part of
the Tarkish anthorities to issue the necessary entry visss.
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